
NSSAR Real Estate and Debt History Factoids

1.  Reference:  Centennial History of the NSSAR (1889 - 1989)

2.  On May 18, 1925 at the 37th Annual Congress, a Resolution was passed 
that a National Headquarters be established in Washington, DC.

3.  On June 6, 1926 the Board of National Trustees passed a Resolution that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  raise  $250,000  to  provide  a  suitable 
National Headquarters.

4.   During the  39th  Annual  Congress  (May,  1927)  the  National  Trustees 
authorized the purchase of the Norman Williams Mansion and furnishings 
for $145,000.

5.  $25,000 had been raised and was used for a down payment.

6.  On August 26, 1927 the PG, SG, and the Campaign Chairman (Item #2) 
individually signed a note for $120,000.

7.   The $120,000 was  mortgaged with  the  American Security  and Trust 
Company with a yearly interest of $6,600.

8.  By the 40th Annual Congress (1928) only $51,000 had been pledged. 
During this Congress, FPG Louis Ames addresses the Trustees on why the 
National  Headquarters  facility  was  important  and  presented  a  new 
Capital Campaign plan.

9.  By May 10, 1929 $110,000 had been pledged by compatriots.

10. The financial condition of the country after the 1929 economic crash 
made  the  raising  of  large  amounts  of   money  extremely  difficult,  but 
determined  compatriots  resolved  to  clear  the  National  Headquarters 
indebtedness.

11.  The  mortgage was  finally  liquidated  on August  26,  1935  by issuing 
Certificates of Indebtedness to SAR members, and these were paid off by 
1955.  Special note, these Certificates of Indebtedness were paid off but 
not before enduring WWII and the Korean Conflict

12. On February 8, 1958 PG George Tarbox convened a Special Congress 
to resolve the sale of the current National Headquarters facility and the 
purchase of a new (second) National Headquarters facility.  The original 
National Headquarters (Item #3) was sold for $294,000. The purchase of 
the next (second) National Headquarters was for $165,000.  An additional 
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$52,475 was spent on improvements.  The difference was added to the 
Permanent Fund, later renamed the Alexander Hamilton Fund.

13.  A  library  and  auditorium  was  proposed  in  1963  for  an  estimated 
$500.00 and a special committee was appointed to raise the necessary 
funds.

14. At the 1964 Congress it was reported that the proposed new structure 
would cost $1,500,000.  A fundraising campaign was initiated with limited 
results and eventually the initiative to add a library and auditorium was 
dropped.

15. On March 17, 1977 the second National Headquarters  facility (Item 
#11) was sold for $800,000.  A temporary Headquarters facility was rented 
in Alexandria, VA.

16.  At  the  88th  Annual  Congress  a  National  Headquarters  Acquisition 
Commission with the authority to acquire a new National Headquarters 
facility  was  created.   Four  properties  were  surveyed.   After  a  careful 
evaluation,  the Commission decided to purchase the property  at 1000 
South Fourth Street, Louisville, KY.

17. On December 12, 1978 NSSAR purchased this facility for $404,000 and 
took possession on January 1, 1979.

18. On February 3, 1979 a special dedication ceremony was conducted 
at the newest (third) National Headquarters  facility.   PG Calvan Chunn 
presided.  It should be noted that PG Chunn was the PG for two terms 
(1978-1980) in order to provide continuity during the transition period from 
Washington, DC to Louisville, KY.

Additional Remarks:

 March 27, 2008 – PG Bruce Wilcox signs the sales contract and the 
NSSAR purchases a 44,000 square foot property on West Main Street 
to  be  future  site  of  National  Headquarters  and  the  Center  for 
Advancing America’s Heritage (CAAH).

 February 3, 2009 – the NSSAR celebrated its thirtieth anniversary with 
an open-house celebration at 1000 South Fourth Street.  Former PG 
Bill  Gist,  presided over the ceremony at  the request of  PG Dave 
Appleby.
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 August  25,  2009  –  PG Ed  Butler  signs  the  contract  to  begin  the 
renovation of Phase I – the new library for the CAAH of the recently 
acquired West Main Street property.

 September  25,  2010  –  PG  David  Sympson  presides  over  a 
dedication  ceremony  marking  the  conclusion  of  Phase  I.   A 
certificate of occupancy is accepted from the contractor and soon 
after  the  library  collections  are  moved  to  the  West  Main  Street 
facility.

 July 9, 2012 – the members attending the 122nd Congress voted to 
initiate a contract to begin the renovation of Phase II of the new 
National Headquarters and the CAAH. 
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